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May, 2020 Newsletter 

Remote Learning has been Extended.  

Dr. Strang and Premier McNeil announced that all public schools in Nova Scotia will remain 

closed through to May 22nd. A decision regarding reopening after this date will be made as we 

approach this date.  

Term 2 Report Cards 

Term 2 Report Cards were scheduled for distribution during the 

first two weeks of April. However, due to our current school 

closure this did not occur as planned.  Term 2 report cards, and 

IPP reports where applicable, will now be issued electronically. 

These report cards reflect work completed prior to March 13, 

2020. Report cards will be emailed to the email address provided 

by parents in PowerSchool soon. If you have not received a 

report card for your child(ren) by May 14, please email the 

school at sprvale@hrce.ca and we will try to get a copy of the 

report card to you. After reviewing the report card, please let 

your child’s teacher know if you have any questions.  

Spring Fair and June Events 

Our Spring Fair, originally scheduled for May 23rd, has been cancelled for this year.  Thank you 

to our PTA for all of the work they already did to prepare for this event.  

If we reopen, the status of events scheduled for June such as Primary Orientation and Grade 6 

Closing will depend on Department of Health recommendations.  

Remote Learning and Term 3 Report Cards 

As another week of remote learning at home comes to an end, we want to thank you for your 

patience and support!    

We recognize that these are challenging times for all of us as we balance many pressures 

resulting from learning and teaching remotely. We know that learning does not look the same in 

every home, and teaching is not going to look the same in every grade or in every school. 
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Teachers will continue to provide learning opportunities for your children and we want you to 

know that staff are here to support you.  Teachers will continue to reach out to families in a 

variety of ways. The hope is that each student will do an hour of learning each day if possible. 

They do not need to do this at the same time and they do not have to be online to do it. We 

recognize that these are difficult times for many and do not want to add any stress to anyone’s 

unique situation. It is important for you to do what you can when you can. 

All students will receive an end of the year report card. This report card will be a written 

comment reflecting what your child has learned during this school year in math and literacy and 

will not contain a mark. To write these reports, teachers will reflect on evidence that was 

gathered about student learning prior to March 13th and, where possible, they will reflect on the 

evidence of learning gathered during the time that students have been learning at home. For more 

details on Assessment, please visit: www.ednet.ns.ca/learning_at_home .  

Class Placements for 2020-2021 
 

As we look ahead to next year’s class configurations, our staff would like to 

assure you that much time and care is put into classroom placement decisions. 

The placement of students in classrooms is something that we take very 

seriously. Teachers of students at the current grade levels meet to discuss each 

child individually and make recommendations for placing students at the next 

grade level. These discussions may include conversations with other staff who 

have worked with your child(ren).  

 

When discussing student placements, we consider many factors such as: academic and emotional 

needs, the balance of boys to girls, friendships, conflicts, special needs, learning styles, previous 

placement, class numbers and so forth. Our teachers base their decisions on what they know about 

your child(ren) and they are best suited to make classroom placement decisions as these decisions 

must be made within a whole group context.  

 

Like all other elementary schools in the province, Springvale has almost always had some combined 

classes and class and provincial assessments indicate that Springvale students have a strong history 

of academic success!  

 

Class placements are determined early in May and will not be shared until the Power School Portal 

opens at the end of the summer. We will not be sharing this information earlier as often changes need 

to be made over the summer due to late registrations and students moving away. We do not want 

students to be disappointed if changes occur.  

 

We are unsure at this point of what September will look like due to Covid-19 and this brings an even 

greater element of uncertainty to this process.  

 

 Wherever your child is placed, we ask that you take comfort in knowing that great thought has been 

put into the decision! 

Please let us know if you will be moving before the start of the next school year so that we can 

adjust our numbers.  
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Messages from Mr. McGowan: 

Kids Run Club (KRC) at Home 

Ms. Webber and Mr. McGowan are excited that the Kids Run 

Club (KRC) have now put out a program to help students run 

from home. It is aptly named, “KRC at Home”. Over the years, 

Springvale students have shown to be the most active in the 

province. We have had the greatest attendance and best results in 

Track and Cross-country meets, as well as the Youth Running 

Series (YRS). We encourage our students and parents to 

remember to practice “Physical Distancing”. 

 

The Youth Running Series and the Scotiabank Bluenose Marathon 

events have been tentatively rescheduled. Please review the following 

links for information: 

https://www.youthrunningseries.ca/                      

https://bluenosemarathon.com/races-events/ 

Karate at Home 

My karate students should have received an email from me this week with a link to virtual 

classes generously provided by ISKF Nova Scotia. These are private lessons, only for ISKF NS 

students and my karate students. You can find more information by clicking on the ISKF “Tiger” 

logo on my website: 

https://sites.google.com/view/gospringvalego/karate?authuser=0 

Personal Visits from a Distance 

During our study from home time, I have been trying to see and talk to as many students and 

families as possible while remaining more than 2m apart. I am fortunate to live in the Springvale 

area and therefore, I can walk the neighbourhood. I walk wearing one of our bright “Supervale” 

t-shirts and carrying a 2m stick of wood. I am sure that I have seen about 200 of our students 

already but if I have not seen you yet, and if you would like a visit, please email me and I will 

plan a visit. Sometimes I bring a guest or two who will also remain socially distant. 

Please keep active and stay healthy. 

Mr. McGowan 
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Terry Fox Fundraiser 

Thank you to all of our students, families and staff for supporting our Terry Fox Fundraiser. We 

received the following letter from Ashley Blenkhorn, Development and Events Coordinator 

Nova Scotia.  

Congratulations Springvale Elementary for placing 1st in our Top 20 Fundraisers of 2019! 
  
 More than ever, good news is something to celebrate and cherish, which is why we are thrilled to share 

the results of our 2019 Terry Fox School Run campaign and celebrate Springvale Elementary as one of 

the Top 20 Fundraising Schools in Nova Scotia! Your school’s dedication and compassion in 2019 has 

brought us one step closer to finding a cure for all cancers.  
  
You are instrumental in keeping Terry’s dream alive in the hearts of your students and for that, we are 

truly grateful. With over 350 schools participating in Nova Scotia each year, we are always amazed by 

those who go above and beyond to share Terry’s story with their students. Through your motivation and 

inspiration, you are taking your students to a new level: one of selflessness and kindness, one of 

compassion and empathy, and one that will ultimately lead to ground breaking cancer research, helping 

thousands of Canadians.  
 

Terry Fox once said, “I want to set an example that will never be forgotten.” Terry would be so proud to 

know that millions of students around the world have followed in his footsteps. It is thanks to the 

determination and enthusiasm of school communities like yours that over the past 39 years, an 

outstanding $800 million has been raised in Terry’s name. In 2019, Springvale Elementary raised an 

incredible $11662! 
  
As we approach the 40th anniversary of Terry’s Run in this uncertain time, we hope you will take 

inspiration from the way Terry rose above the many challenges that met him on the Marathon of Hope 

and keep his message of courage and positivity in your heart. The road ahead may be unknown and unlike 

any that we have ever been on, but together, we will take it one step at a time – just as Terry did.   
  
All the best, 
  
Ashley Blenkhorn 
Development and Events Coordinator NS    

 

 

 

 

Yearbook Orders 

We will be going ahead with our 2019-2020 Yearbook for those of you who ordered before the 

deadline. More information about distribution of the yearbook will be shared in June.  

 


